“This is how liberty dies. With thunderous applause.” ’
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«_.. among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.”
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«... with liberty and justice for all.”*
Do you see the critical words there?
~Fwauld personally argue that all of those words-were-intentionatty-chosen-when-the—
~Pledge-was-written;-butF-want-to-draw-your-attentron especially fo the lasttwowords-of-the.

QuUr-seats-tocarry-on-wi g » & \-./
Vi > AS *H—e Pfc-{jﬁ 6 otHejtwu.-e_ COMLD(C-S‘_" ‘Q‘f‘ w” '
Libeﬂ?ln%‘ tee for all!

Watching the inauguration today—knowing some of the executive orders being signed

into law—I couldn’t help thinking about Padme Amidala’s famous line from Star Wars Episode
\fx,\\'} molje Lome OVt in
III. Admittedly, every time a new President has taken office sinceAZOOS, I’ve been made to think

about this line, but/after the executive orders toda%it’s taken on a whole new meaning,,
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Now please don’t hear what I’m not saying. I’m not calling President Trump Emperor

Palpatine. My prayers are with the man, that he would grow in wisdom and love as he exercises

1 The Declaration of Independence (1776). Emphasis added.
2 The United States Constitution (1787), Preamble. Emphasis added.
3 The Pledge of Allegiance (1954). Emphasis added. The last clause has existed since 1892.



responsibility as the 47th President. But there is time to draw a comparison between Padme’s

words and our founding documents. And not only is there time. It is needed.

The Declaration of Independence 'n]—&\{(,
4
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are

endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and

the pursuit of Happiness.™
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This document Wed our_i_udﬁ:en.denee from England and resulted in a war. While

it is true that this document, despite its statement that “all men are created equal,” did nothing to I J‘_D
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Declaration of Independence as applying to all Americans in his “I Have a Dream” speech.’ T3 Stoulye

hos 1y e/t‘ecj,

But note the Declaration of Independence. It uses universal language. It does not specify

“ American citizens.” It specifies “all men,” which naturally includes all women and all who — j : "/C 1o
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identify by some other gend 1. “All men” are all people, irregardless of national identity. 0124

I have a dream that someday we will recognize this and stop dehumanizing those

different from us.

The Preamble to the Constitution
“We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish

Justice, insure [sic] domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence [sic], promote the

4 The Declaration of Independence (1776). Emphasis added.
5 Martin Luther King, Jr., “| Have A Dream” (1963), paragraph 4.
https://www.american rhetoric.com/speeches/mlkihaveadream.htm




general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterify, do ordain
and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.”®

This document officially founded our nation. And while many conservatwes want to ) Cé“'\.
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will negatively affect “the general welfare,” which is also the language of the Constitution. /lAnd \JL\O wa(lke
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I have a dream that the process to become a legal immigrant 1¥¢m-phﬁed so that only lower— cost
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America.

The Pledge of Allegiance

6 The United States Constitution (1787), Preamble. Emphasis added.
7 Note the tone of Megan Basham, “lllegal Immigration: Strangers, Neighbors, and Aliens,” in Shepherds for Sale:
How Evangelical Leaders Traded the Truth for a Leftist Agenda (New York: HarperCollins, 2024), 31-50. She starts
the chapter by describing a tragic occurrence at the hands (and vehicle) of an illegal immigrant, which serves as an
emotional appeal to get her readers to agree with everything she writes afterwards.



“I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic for
which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.”™®
Most conversations about the “Pledge of Allegiance” revolve around the inclusion of the
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If we break down the pledge grammatically, the flag stands for the nation and the nation
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has “liberty and justice for all.” Again, not simply Americans. It has libc":rty for all who would
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seek shelter and security in our borders.
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iberty and justice for all.
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America used to be called a melting pot, and while it is true that the people coming in ,;l M g(l

aren’t melting into the “American mold” anymore—flying flags of their country of origin, *Qf’“"j o/~
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perhaps part of this is because we view everyone who looks different from us with suspicion. If Pecple ‘\/La
they’re not truly welcome here, it’s no wonder they cling to things from where they are welcome. bﬁttﬁv@

But the problem isn’t solved by kicking them out. The solution is making it easier to M‘?
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become a legal immigrant.
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